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The Taycan’s extensive digital driver display fits beautifully with the leather trim and sports seats

It is currently 
the best-
handling 
electric car on 
the market 
and it is one 
of the fastest

last few years to be a superbly engi-
neered, well built, good-looking 
four-door coupé that drives like a 
sports car. 

There are three versions to 
choose from: 4S, Turbo and Turbo 
S. All have four-wheel drive from 
two electric motors and offer 206 
to 280 miles of range. Prices range 
from £83,367 to £138,826 and I 
tested the mid-range £115,858 
Turbo model.

In the flesh, the Taycan looks 
smart and stylish and still, undeni-
ably, a Porsche. 

Difficult design problem
It is a difficult problem for car 
makers to tackle. If they make 
their electric cars look too futuris-
tic, they will put off conservative 
buyers. If they make them look too 
ordinary, they blend into the 
background. I think, for a recog-
nisable spor ty Porsche, t he 
Stuttgart designers have got it 
about right.

The Turbo moniker is a distrac-
tion, as you cannot turbocharge an 
electric motor, but this Taycan has 
a massive 617bhp at its disposal 
with an extra 50bhp available on 
launch control. This means that it 
is an unbelievably fast sprinter 
with a 0-60mph time of 3.2 sec-
onds; comparable to a £95,800 
Tesla Model S Performance.

However, that is where the simi-
larity ends. Porsche’s build quality 
is superlative and it extends to the 
interior where the extensive digi-
tal driver display fits beautifully 
with the leather trim and sports 
seats. 

AS MEDICS, we spend our working 
lives balancing risk. Every clinical 
decision we make is based on the 
prevailing evidence-based science. 
But every patient is an individual 
with a unique set of circumstances 
and there is no single solution to 
any presenting problem.

Running a business as an inde-
pendent practitioner is also risky. 
Investment as an early adopter of 
new technology and procedures or 
big premises investment can make 
or break a private practice. If a 
high risk pays off though, the 
rewards can be great.

In the automotive world, a cer-
tain risk-taker invested heavily in 
the future of electric vehicles. He 
stood against all the huge estab-
lished manufacturers and put 
most of his own wealth on the 
line. His name is Elon Musk and 
his gamble seems to have been 
rewarded. 

Tesla is a hugely successful car 
company and t he Model S, 
launched in the UK in 2014, 
remains the definitive premium 
all-electric saloon that all main-
stream car makers are trying to 
emulate. It has also become popu-
lar, quite rightly, with many inde-
pendent practitioners. 

There has been no car, at this 
upper level of the market, that has 
been able to compete with the 
Model S. Until now. 

Porsche has launched its eagerly 
awaited all-electric Taycan model 
– pronounced Tie-can. As you 
would suspect from a company 
like Porsche, the Taycan has been 
thoroughly developed over the Composed of two terms of Turkic origin, the word Taycan can be roughly translated as ‘soul of a spirited young horse’, perhaps referencing Porsche’s badge 

As the driver, you sit low with a 
perfect steering wheel position 
and all the major controls only a 
fingertip away. Passenger space is 
pretty good too. I could sit com-
fortably behind ‘myself’ with ade-
quate legroom and headroom. 
The rear boot would benefit from 
being a hatch, but the available 
space is on a par with a Ford Focus 
if you include the front boot too.

Magnificent job
It is out on the road, though, that 
you realise what a magnificent job 
the Porsche engineers have done. 
The driving dynamics are superb 
with great handling and accurate 
steering full of feel. 

Only occasionally, on mid-cor-
ner bumps, did I feel the effects of 
the 2.3 tonne mass being hustled 
at a very swift pace. 

Does it feel as sporty as the latest 
911 (as tested in Independent Prac
titioner Today, October 2019)? No it 

Due to lockdown, we were not allowed 
in the car with him, so our 
motoring correspondent Dr 
Tony Rimmer (right) got this 
car to rave about all to himself

does not – quite. It comes pretty 
close, though, and compared to a 
sports car weighing three-quarters 
of a tonne less, that is very impres-
sive.

With all electric cars, available 
range is a compromise, as it is 
directly related to the size of the 
(heavy) batteries and the perfor-
mance envelope. Often, the quoted 
range bears little relationship to 
the real-world figure. My test 
Taycan Turbo arrived fully charged 
with 279 miles on the dial. 

I drove 210 hard miles on various 
road types and mostly rapidly. The 
dial was still showing 60 miles at 
the end. Very impressive.

If you want to take it easy, the 
Taycan does that really well too. 
Wit h t he air-suspension in 
Comfort mode, it cruises in quiet 
ease like any premium saloon.

Regenerative braking 
Most other electric cars have pow-
erful regenerative braking that 
means that they can be driven on 
the accelerator pedal alone for 
most of the time. Porsche has 
deliberately made the Taycan a 
‘two-pedal’ car so the default 
mode has little braking when you 
lift off. There is a steering wheel 
button to increase this, but it is 
still quite gentle.

Porsche has done a remarkable 
job with the Taycan. It is currently 
the best-handling electric car on 
the market and it is one of the fast-
est. This obviously comes at a cost, 
but if you want to raise your green 
credentials and still enjoy all 
aspects of driving, then there is 
nothing like it. 

Dr Tony Rimmer is a former NHS GP 
practising in Guildford, Surrey

PORSCHE TAYCAN TURBO 
Body: Five-door coupé

Engine: Two electric motors – one front and one rear  
            axle

Power: 617bhp and 667bhp on launch control 
           overboost

Torque: 850Nm 

Top speed: 161mph

Acceleration: 0-62mph in 3.2 seconds with launch 
                    control

Claimed range: 272 miles

CO2 emissions: 0g/km

On-the-road price: £115,858

An electric car to 
rival Tesla’s whizz

 DOCTOR ON THE ROAD: PORSCHE TAYCAN


