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The MINI’s 32kWh battery allows a claimed range of up to 141 miles

As a car for use in the 
environment it has been 
designed for, it is rewarding for 
the keen driver and brilliant fun

WE ARE all being encouraged to 
climb on board the green trans-
port policies being promoted by 
Governments across the world. As 
medics, we tend to have a decent 
awareness and care about the seri-
ous issues involved. 

So, is now the time to dip our 
toes in the electric car pool? What 
about starting with a smaller or 
second car replacement?

If you get the chance to drive 
any one of the fully electric cars 
presently available, I can guaran-
tee that you will be smitten. 

The instant acceleration and the 
silent powertrain will take you 
back to days of riding dodgems at 
the fairground. The rekindling of 
this sense of fun is immediate and 
addictive. The fact that this is the 
greenest way to travel by road and 
contributes no ongoing burden to 
CO2 release and global warming is 
the icing on the cake. 

It is only when considering the 
practicalities of running such a 
vehicle as regular work and family 
transport that certain shortcom-
ings make themselves apparent. 
The two factors that tend to put 
people off is concern about the 
ease of re-charging and the poten-
tial range available.

Stumbling block
There is no doubt that if you live in 
a house or flat with no designated 
off-road parking space, then rely-
ing on public charging alone is a 
significant stumbling block. 

The infrastructure – apart from 
Tesla with its dedicated network – 
is just not yet up to the job. If you 
do have your own space at home 
and can therefore charge regularly 
from a designated 7.4Kw charger, 
then the only thing that will deter 
you is the car’s range. 

Essentially, the bigger the bat-
tery, the greater the range. But the 
bigger the battery, the greater the 
weight and, with it, the reduction 
of driving agility. Electric cars are 
at their best in an urban environ-
ment and what you need from a 
city car is that agility. So when 
MINI decided to do an all-electric 
version of their iconic small run-
about, they could only keep the 
famed go-kart handling intact by 
having a smaller battery.

The 32kWh battery allows a 
claimed range of up to 141 miles, 
which, in real use, will be more like 
105. Now this is much less of a 
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problem than you might think. 
Most urban commutes are less 
than 20 miles and that leaves 
plenty of reserve for unexpected 
detours. True, if you plan to do lots 
of longer trips, the MINI will not 
suit, but most will be bought for 
urban use or as a second car. 

There are three trim levels to 
choose from and all have the same 
181bhp electric motor and 32kWh 
battery and therefore performance. 

Level 1 is pretty well specified but 
the Level 2 additions of keyless 
operation, heated seats and rear-
view camera are worthwhile extras. 

Level 3 gives you a panoramic 
sunroof and matrix-LED lights 
among other things but is signifi-
cantly more expensive. 

Stylish elements
So how does it compare to a petrol 
powered MINI and what is it like to 
drive? Well, externally, the MINI 
Electric looks just like any other 
MINI. Unless you specify model-
specific wheels and bright yellow 
trim, you would not know the dif-
ference. It even has ‘Cooper S’ 
badging on the boot. 

It is a similar story as far as the 
interior goes too. This policy 
ensures that all the attractive and 
stylish elements of the MINI’s 

design are there to enjoy and it 
should also attract previous owners.

The controls are familiar and the 
central gearshift is there to engage 
the single-speed forward or reverse 
ratios. The driving position is 
sporty and there is plenty of com-
fort and gadgets for the driver and 
front-seat passenger to enjoy. The 
materials used and the general 
build quality is, as usual, up to 
high and impressive levels.

Driving experience
As with all MINIs, rear passenger 
room has restrictive access, but is 
surprisingly comfortable for two 
adults once in place. The boot, 
although small, is not compro-
mised by the electric drivetrain 
and there is underfloor storage for 
the charging cables.

With all MINIs, it is the sporty 
driving experience that marks 
them out compared to rivals. 
Thank fully, I can report that the 
MINI Electric fulfils that promise 
and, with its direct steering, com-
pact dimensions, nippy handling 
and instant torque, feels closer to a 
go-cart around town than anything 
else on the road. It is great fun.

These positive attributes con-
tinue on the open road, but you do 
notice a drop off in performance 

over 50mph and you also become 
aware of the associated range drop 
of higher speeds. As a car for use in 
the environment it has been 
designed for, it is rewarding for the 
keen driver and, as I have said 
before, brilliant fun.

New electric cars are being 
released thick and fast and the 
MINI has strong competition from 
the Honda E, the Peugeot  e-208 
and the Vauxhall Corsa-e. The 
well-established Renault Zoe also 
makes a strong case for itself ,espe-
cially with its latest 135bhp motor 
and 52kWh battery giving a real 
range of around 200 miles.

However, nothing drives like a 
MINI and if you are like me and put 
a high value on driving pleasure 
and your lifestyle can accommo-
date the restrictive range, then you 
will not regret owning a MINI 
Electric as your entry into the 
green transport revolution.     

Dr Tony Rimmer is a former NHS GP 
practising in Guildford, Surrey

MINI ELECTRIC
Body: Four-seat hatchback

Engine: Single electric motor. 
Front-wheel drive

Power: 181bhp

Torque: 270Nm 

Top speed: 93mph

Acceleration: 0-62mph in 7.3 secs

Claimed range (WLTP): 141 miles

CO2 emissions: 0g/km

On-the-road price: £27,900

 DOCTOR ON THE ROAD: MINI ELECTRIC

There are plenty of gadgets for the driver and front-seat passenger to enjoy


