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Stylish evolution of 
the people-carrier

The handling 
has a sharpness 
to it that is 
almost sporty 
and fits SEAT’s 
advertised 
youthful brand 
image

that it looks better than the 
Kodiaq on the road. 

The interior has a similar fla-
vour: functional with a twist of 
Spanish flare. The seats are com-
fortable and the trim quality, 
although not Audi level, is good. 
The middle row rear-seat passen-
gers have lots of headroom and 
legroom and the whole seat can 
slide forwards and backwards too.

The two rearmost seats are quite 
difficult to access and they are 
really only suitable for children 
and young teenagers, but that is 
the same situation for the Tarraco’s 
competitors. Luggage space is 
enormous if the rear seats are 
folded and not as bad as you would 
think when they are in use.

Sharp handling
Out on the road, the SEAT contin-
ues to differentiate itself from 
rivals. The steering is precise and 
the gearbox is slick. The handling 
has a sharpness to it that is almost 
sporty and fits SEAT’s advertised 
youthful brand image. 

The 148bhp diesel engine is 

throughout the brands and the 
Tarraco is available with a 1.5 litre 
petrol engine and a 2.0 litre diesel 
engine with various power out-
puts. Most models have front-
wheel drive and a manual gearbox, 
but four-wheel drive and a DSG 
automatic box is available on the 
top models.

There are four trim levels to 
choose from: SE, SE Technology, 
Xcellence and Xcellence Lux, and 
all models get digital dials and an 
eight-inch infotainment touch 
screen. 

Stylish pose
Apple Car-Play and Android Auto 
are useful standard features. My 
test car was an SE Technology 
model with the 2.0 litre TDI diesel 
engine, front-wheel drive and the 
manual gearbox. This, at £31,055, 
represents a sensible and good 
value model to go for. 

First impressions, as ever, count 
for a lot and the Tarraco strikes a 
stylish pose at the kerbside. Like 
other models in SEAT’s range, it 
looks sharp and up to date. I think 

SEAT may have entered this seven-seat market late, but the Tarraco equals 
the class leaders and feels the most engaging for the keen driver

powerful enough, reasonably quiet 
and the broad spread of torque is 
welcome. 

The ride, even on the bigger 
18-inch alloy wheels of the SE 
Technology model, is firm but 
comfortable over most road sur-
faces. Also, wind and road noise 
seems particularly well suppressed.

So, SEAT may have entered this 
seven-seat market late, but the 
Tarraco equals the class leaders and 

feels the most engaging for the 
keen driver.

It is a well-equipped, comforta-
ble and dynamic family SUV. It 
will appeal to many of you practi-
tioners who like your cars to have a 
bit of driving verve and you will 
welcome the family-friendly 
nature of the packaging. 

Dr Tony Rimmer is a former NHS GP 
practising in Guildford, Surrey

Z
IT WOULD be naïve for any 
independent practitioner to 
believe that local competition 
can be ignored when striving 
for a successful private practice. 

Both individually and organ-
isationally, we need to be aware 
of what is happening around 
us and we should be able to 
respond swiftly and effectively 
to minimise any threat to our 
business.

Ideally, we should be ahead 
of the game, but sometimes we 
may find ourselves following 
rivals. If this is the case, then 
we must make sure that our 
offerings are at least equal to or 
better than those of our com-
petitors.

Spanish brand SEAT found 
itself in this position as it was 

trying to expand its successful 
range of SUVs to include a 
seven-seat model. Ahead of it 
were Peugeot, with its stylish 
5008, and sister brand Skoda 
with the Kodiaq (Independent 
Practitioner Today, May 2019). 
It has have now launched the 
Tarraco.

Replacing people-carriers
Seven-seat SUVs are a natural 
market progression to replace 
the people-carriers of old, like 
the SEAT Alhambra, that were 
always popular with buyers 
with expanding families. 

As many of us know, as soon 
as you have more than two 
children, the space needed in 
the regular family transport to 
accommodate all the associ-

ated paraphernalia seems to 
increase exponentially.

With the children growing, 
the benefit of an extra couple 
of seats in the back of the car 
becomes very useful for trips 
with their friends or other 
family members. But this is 
usually just an occasional 
need. 

And that is why the Tarraco, 
just like its earlier-mentioned 
competitors, has rearmost 
seats that fold completely away 
to provide a flat floor and very 
large luggage area.

The SEAT is based on the 
same MQB chassis as many 
other VW group products 
including Skoda Kodiaq and 
even the VW Golf. 

Engines are also shared 

Keen-driving 
‘family’ doctors 
will find this seven-
seater – with 
foldaway seats – 
equal to the class 
leaders, says Dr 
Tony Rimmer

 DOCTOR ON THE ROAD: SEAT TARRACO

SEAT TARRACO SE TECHNOLOGY 
2.0 tdi 150ps manual 
Body: Seven-seat SUV
Engine: 2.0 litre four-cylinder turbo-diesel
Power: 148bhp
Torque: 340Nm
Top speed: 126mph
Acceleration: 0-62mph in 9.8 seconds
Claimed economy: 44.1–47.9mpg (WLTP combined) 
CO2 emissions: 129g/km
On-the-road price: £31,055


