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The best  
of both worlds

A new innovative and technically advanced 
offering from Mazda is well worth 
thinking seriously about, says our 
motoring correspondent Dr Tony 
Rimmer (right)

MEDICINE HAS always encour-
aged innovators. The great mile-
stones in the advancement of 
diagnosis and treatment have all 
been led by single-minded scien-
tists or medics who think slightly 
differently to the rest of us.

Most successful independent 
practitioners have done well 
through looking at their work and 
working patterns from a slightly 
different perspective and fine- 
tuning accordingly.

Mazda is a car manufacturer with 
a reputation for thinking and act-
ing outside of the box. Over the 
years, it has pursued technologies 
eschewed by other makers and sold 
cars with innovative appeal. 

One such product was the RX8, a 
four-seat sports car with a rotary 
engine produced between 2002 
and 2012. The engine had all the 
power and smoothness that you 
would expect but suffered from 
high fuel consumption. 

While most companies are now 
looking to electrify their models to 
reduce CO2 emissions, Mazda is 
looking at the problem from a dif-
ferent angle. 

It believes that, until we can 
guarantee that the electricity used 
to charge electric vehicles is fully 
generated from renewable sources, 
we should be looking to seriously 
improve the fuel efficiency of our 
conventional petrol engines.

With this in mind, it has devel-

oped its new 2.0litre Skyactiv-X 
engine and it makes its debut in 
the new Golf-sized hatchback. 

Put simply, the engine can alter 
the effective fuel/air compression 
ratio in each cylinder to get the 
best diesel-like effects (high 
torque) at low speeds and the best 
conventional petrol effects (high 
power) at high speeds. 

Clever engineering and electron-
ics do it all and the overall effect is 
to increase the fuel efficiency over 
a normal petrol engine by up to 
20%.

Successful styling
So, does it work in the real world? 
Are there any compromises to be 
made to the general driving experi-
ence in day-to-day use?

Before the pandemic, I drove the 
new car to find out. Besides the 
engine, the latest Mazda 3 is an all-
new design. Available as a five-
door hatchback or a four-door 
saloon, it is aimed to compete with 
more premium rivals such as the 
Audi A3, BMW 1 series and the 
Mercedes A-class.

The styling is a great success, giv-
ing the car a modern sporty stance 
and something refreshingly differ-
ent from the similarity of competi-
tors.

Inside, the raised quality of 
materials is immediately apparent. 
Soft plastics abound and the driv-
ing position is perfect. 

The sweeping dash has a central 
8.8-inch infotainment screen that 
is operated by an Audi-like control 
knob rather than a touchscreen 
and supports Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto in all models. 

There are six trim levels ranging 
from SE-L to GT Sport Tech and, as 
an option to the new 180bhp 
Skyactiv-X engine, there is a con-
ventional 120bhp 2.0litre petrol 
engine available, the Skyactiv-G. 

Prices range from £21,795 up to 
£30,475. The top model has all-
wheel drive and an automatic box 
is available on all versions as an 
alternative to a six-speed manual.

Although the front-seat passen-
gers are well looked after, those in 
the rear do not have such a com-
fortable time. 

The coupe–like body shape 
means that rear headroom can be 
restricted for taller people and the 
narrow rear windows create a 
slightly claustrophobic effect. The 
boot is nearly as large as the VW 
Golf, but is less usefully shaped.

Good to drive
Mazdas have always been good to 
drive and the new 3 is no excep-
tion. The steering is sharp, if a bit 
low geared, and the manual 
gearchange is a joy to use with 
short throws. 

There is no doubt that the engi-
neers who make the sporty MX-5 
were involved in the development 

of the drivetrain and chassis. Keen 
drivers will appreciate and enjoy a 
trip along B-roads as they would in 
Ford’s excellent handling Focus.

The increased use of high-quality 
interior materials also means the 
new car is quieter too. This is most 
noticeable on long motorway trips, 
where I found the car smooth and 
comfortable. The ride is generally 
firm but in a sporty way, so is only 
challenged on rough or pot-holed 
urban roads.

So how does the Skyactiv-X 
engine behave? Well generally, you 
really wouldn’t know that there is 
anything special going on under 
the bonnet. 

Despite the lack of a turbo-
charger, the low-speed torque is 
impressive and the power at higher 
revs feels a full 180bhp. This is 
achieved while delivering a realis-
tic 45-50mpg, which would only 
be possible in a turbo-diesel engine 
rival with all its particulate-pro-
ducing problems. 

The new Mazda 3 is a great addi-
tion to the family hatchback  
marketplace. It has up-to-date con-
temporary design, is refined and 
well equipped. The innovative 
Skyactiv-X engine suits it well. 

So, if you respect true technical 
advancement and enjoy driving, 
give it your consideration. 

Dr Tony Rimmer is a former NHS GP 
practising in Guildford

The styling is a great success, giving the car a modern sporty stance and something refreshingly different from the similarity of competitors.

 DOCTOR ON THE ROAD: MAZDA 3 MAZDA 3 2.0 SKYACTIV-X se-l 
Body: Five-door hatchback. Front-wheel drive
Engine: 2.0litre four-cylinder petrol
Power: 180bhp
Torque: 250Nm
Top speed: 134mph
Acceleration: 0-62mph in 8.2 seconds
Claimed economy: Combined 51.4mpg
CO2 emissions: 103g/km
On-the-road price: £23,275


