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The Tesla is the ultimate Q-car: high performance in an unassuming exterior

Ultimate stealth car

Owners are 
encouraged to 
use the Tesla 
smartphone 
App, when you 
can use your 
phone as a 
key instead Tempting though it is to drive 

the Tesla using all its performance 
capability, there is an obvious 
downside: the range will decrease 
notably. 

Having said that, the claimed 
optimum range of 329 miles is 
plenty to play with and a real-world 
range of 200 to 250 miles should be 
easily achievable. Also, being a 
Tesla, it has access to the exclusive 

A quick on-screen sweep of my 
forefinger to engage the faster 
mode and the difference became 
obvious with firmer pressure on 
t he  t hrott le :  t his  Model  3 
Performance version is very fast. 

With four-wheel drive and a 
silent powertrain, you don’t really 
appreciate how quick it is until you 
take off from traffic lights only to 
realise that all other traffic has dis-
appeared in the rear-view mirror. 

No drama
There is no drama apart from the 
theme-park-ride shifting of your 
internal organs. Die-hard petrol-
heads will miss any associated 
combustive noise, but I loved it.

Cross-country A- and B-road 
travel can be achieved as swiftly 
and as smoothly as in any sports 
car. Consider again that this is in a 
medium-sized innocuous looking 
saloon car. 

The only other comparable car 
that I have driven is the Audi RS3, 
which delivers a lot more noise 
and theatre. This Model 3 is the 
ultimate stealthy Q-car.

Supercharger network with 430 UK 
sites and 3,600 in mainland Europe. 
For full charging flexibility, all 
Model 3s come with a built-in com-
bined charging system (CCS) 
Charge Port so can use third-party 
fast-charging networks too.

The Model 3 delivers its promise. 
It is priced above all-electric cars 
like the Renault Zoe and the Nissan 
Leaf, but is faster, has greater range 

and is a more premium package. 
It is also significantly cheaper 

than Jaguar’s iPace. It is good to 
drive, benefits from Tesla-only 
charging and, in Performance 
model form, is a true sports saloon 
and great fun. Presently, it heads a 
class of one. 

Dr Tony Rimmer is a former NHS GP 
practising in Guildford, Surrey

THERE COMES a time in any pri-
vate medical practice following 
significant investment of effort 
and money that a critical point 
will be reached. For the business to 
survive, there needs to be positive 
payback. 

This is also true for any car busi-
ness, particularly if it is involved in 
cutting-edge technology like Tesla.

The Model 3 is Tesla’s long-
awaited make-or-break car. Priced 
significantly lower than its Model 
S and Model X siblings, it is being 
produced in much larger numbers 
and is now available in the UK. So, 
has it been worth the wait and will 
it appeal to independent practi-
tioners?

There are three versions available. 
The entry-level £39,499 Standard 
Range Plus has one 252bhp electric 
motor powering the rear wheels 
and WLTP range of 254 miles. 

The £47,990 Long Range has 
dual electric motors producing a 
combined 346bhp, four-wheel 
drive and a range of 348 miles. The 
£52,990 flagship Performance 
model has bigger dual motors pro-
ducing 444bhp, four-wheel drive 
and a range of 329 miles. It was the 
Performance version that I tested.

All Model 3s share a full and 
impressive set of standard features, 
the dominant one being Tesla’s 
unique in-car technology con-
trolled via a huge and dominant 
15-inch touchscreen. 

Almost every feature of the car’s 
controls is operated via this screen, 
including the electric rear-view 
mirrors and the adjustable steering 
wheel. There are no instruments, 
digital or otherwise, directly in 
front of the driver. 

Open-plan feel
The standard interior is all black 
‘vegan’ leather, but, for an extra 
£1,000, you can opt for the white 
and black interior as on my test car. 
The full-length sunroof is also 
standard and, with the minimalist 
fascia, certainly gives the interior 
an ‘open-plan’ feel. 

Autopilot and autosteer func-
tions also feature on all models 
with full autonomous driving ele-
ments available in the future

You enter the Model 3 using an 
electronic card, which you swipe 
against the B pillar of the driver’s 
door. 

Owners are encouraged to use 
the Tesla smartphone App, when 

Electrifying! Dr 
Tony Rimmer 
(below) finds the 
new Tesla heads a 
class of one

you can use your phone as a key 
instead. 

Because the batteries are carried 
so low in the chassis, you slide into 
the driving seat as you would in a 
sports saloon. Tesla has made the 
most of the packaging benefits 
afforded by the electric drive, so 
the interior has plenty of space for 
all passengers. 

The boot, although hampered 
by the lack of a hatchback, is large 
and there is a front boot that can 
take a couple of soft bags.

As I engaged drive and set off, 
the instantaneous torque and 
minimal noise really impressed 
me. The Model 3, because it is 
lighter and more compact than its 
bigger siblings, feels sprightlier. 

The Performance model has a 
‘Chill’ mode to restrict the amount 
of power used, so, as this would be 
more akin to the available perfor-
mance in the lesser models, I tried 
it first.

Stream of acceleration
You get up to speed quickly with 
one long uninterrupted stream of 
acceleration. The car feels solid 
with no squeaks or rattles, but the 
suspension feels firm and a little 
unsettled when dealing with 
urban potholes at low speeds. 

The steering is very direct and 
contributes to an almost go-cart 
feel in town; welcome when 
threading through busy traffic. 
The compact size of the Model 3 
also helps in this area, with auto-
pilot an added bonus.

Out on the open road, the Tesla 
continues to impress. The ride set-
tles with increasing speed and the 
handling feels well sorted. This is 
helped by the low centre of grav-
ity, but also aided by the sophisti-
cated suspension. 

Mid-range performance is strong 
and the instantaneous flow of 
power for overtaking is immensely 
confidence-boosting. Remember, 
this is in ‘Chill’ mode; it was time 
to try ‘Sport’ mode.

 DOCTOR ON THE ROAD: TESLA MODEL 3

TESLA MODEL 3 
performance 
Body: Five-seat saloon
Engine: Dual electric motors.  
All-wheel drive
Power: 444bhp
Torque: 660Nm
Top speed: 162mph
Acceleration: 0-60mph in 3.2 
  seconds
WLTP range: 329 miles
CO2 emissions: 0g/km
On-the-road price: £52,990

Almost every feature of the car’s controls is operated via 15-inch touchscreen, including the electric rear-view mirrors and the adjustable steering wheel

The Tesla 3’s modest exterior belies blistering acceleration from its dual electric engines


