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Standing out 
in a crowded market
The second-generation Range Rover Evoque grabs the premium SUV top 
spot for Dr Tony Rimmer (right) on the drive to his medical school reunion

I HAVE MENTIONED before how 
important the image and reputa-
tion of a clinic or, indeed, an indi-
vidual practitioner can be for the 
continuing success of the business. 

This reputation must to be nur-
tured so that any new develop-
ments keep to established high 
standards.

This holds true for the successful 
car brands too. There are few car 
makers as successful as Jaguar Land 
Rover and its premium brand Range 
Rover. When the smaller Evoque 
was revealed as a concept vehicle in 
2008, it received such interest it was 
given the go-ahead for production 
and went on sale in 2011.

This stylish compact SUV was 
launched to huge fanfare and 
celebrity endorsements followed; 
notably by Victoria Beckham.

This, I am sure, has contributed 
to a general impression that the 
Evoque has been more popular 
with female owners. Certainly, its 
styling was more important than 
functionality. The rear seating was 
a bit tight and the hatched boot 
space was not generous.

So now, after eight years, we have 
the second-generation Evoque. It 

enters a marketplace that has 
caught up very quickly and there 
are excellent rivals out there such 
as the Audi Q3, the BMW X1 and 
Volvo’s brilliant XC40. Can the 
new Evoque regain ground and 
still retain its individual style?

Well, my test car was a petrol-
powered P200 SE R-Dynamic 
model with all-wheel drive and a 
nine-speed automatic gearbox. At 
£44,100 before options, it is right 
in the middle of the range and rep-
resents the best compromise of 
equipment and value.

Totally new
Although the looks have been 
retained, particularly at the front, 
the car is totally new. The floor pan 
is designed to take electric-hybrid 
and even full electric powertrains 
in the future. 

There are six engine options. 
Three are from a 2.0 litre four-cyl-
inder petrol unit producing 200, 
250 or 300bhp, depending on the 
state of tune. Another three are 
from a 2.0 litre diesel unit with 
150, 180 or 240bhp output.

Trim options range from the 
base model through S, SE and  

HSE. All are available with the 
R-Dynamic upgrade, which gains 
some cabin extras and some neat 
external styling features in satin 
and copper finish. These improve 
the appearance of what should be a 
car of special style. 

Energy from braking
Standard on all models is a smart 
48-volt mild-hybrid system. This 
stores energy from braking and can 
redeploy it briefly on hard acceler-
ation. Also standard is a ten-inch 
infotainment screen, rear parking 
camera and digital driver’s dials on 
SE models and above. A clever 
option is the ClearSight interior 
rear-view mirror which can give a 
wide rear camera’s view of follow-
ing traffic.

Externally, the new car’s propor-
tions are, to my eyes, much better 
balanced and I love the new ‘Tesla- 
mimicking’ retracting door han-
dles. Inside, the new Evoque feels 
right up to date. 

The clear digital dials and central 
infotainment screen work as well 
as in any competitor and Apple 
Play/Android Auto is now stand-
ard. The interior is crisp and 

cleanly designed and the dash-
board materials feel of high qual-
ity. Thanks to a longer wheelbase, 
rear passengers have a much 
roomier cabin and the boot is also 
significantly bigger.

All passengers are treated well on 
the move, too. The Evoque is a 
quiet and refined cruiser. The ride, 
although a bit firm at low speeds, 
does a good job of controlling 
body roll and allies with the rea-
sonably direct steering to provide 
some zest for the keen driver 
behind the wheel.  

Although the 200bhp petrol 
engine of my test car was quiet and 
smooth, I would have preferred 
more power. The engine doesn’t 
struggle, but it is obviously work-
ing hard to travel at a decent pace. 

The nine-speed, automatic gear-
box also seems to be spoiled for 
choice with so many ratios to choose 
from and can be slow to respond.

Over the course of a few hundred 
miles to attend my medical school 
reunion, the Evoque grew on me. It 
also impressed my medical col-
leagues who enjoyed the ride. 

It was going to take a lot to chal-
lenge the impressive Volvo XC40 
as the compact premium SUV to 
beat, but I think that the new 
Evoque might have done it.

The only concern I have is for JLR 
itself. The Range Rover Velar is an 
almost identical but slightly bigger 
product and the Jaguar E-Pace and 
Land Rover Discovery Sport com-
pete directly in the same sector. 
There are only so many buyers out 
there for this type of car.

That is good for us medic buyers, 
though. You might be able to 
assess and compare all of them in a 
single showroom. It is worth keep-
ing an eye out for the new Evoque. 

Dr Tony Rimmer is a former NHS GP 
practising in Guildford, Surrey

Thanks to a longer wheelbase, passengers have a much roomier cabin and the boot is bigger

 DOCTOR ON THE ROAD: RANGE ROVER EVOQUE RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 
p200 se r-dynamic 
Body: Five-seat SUV
Engine: 2.0 litre four-cylinder petrol
Power: 200bhp
Torque: 320Nm
Top speed: 134mph
Acceleration: 0-60mph in 8.0 seconds
WLTP combined economy: 28.6–30.7mpg
CO2 emissions: 176g/km
On-the-road price: £44,100


