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Rear-seat passengers get a lot more legroom than a Focus or Golf and the boot is 25% bigger than the Ford and VW

Very good value car 
with no pretensions

There is 
something 
honest about 
great 
functional 
design without 
frills

will cost you an extra 35-40%. I 
really liked this Skoda despite it 
being dynamically neutral. There 
is something honest about great 
functional design without frills.

The Scala does everything you 
would expect a five-door hatch-
back to do but, apart from interior 
space, no more. It is well built, well 
equipped and has up-to-date tech. 

As straightforward functional 
family transport it cannot be criti-
cised. 

It may not excite the enthusias-
tic driver but it is not designed to 
do so. Remember, it is exceptional 
value and it is refreshing to drive a 
car without pretensions. 

Dr Tony Rimmer is a former NHS GP 
practising in Guildford, Surrey

The Scala looks smart and mod-
ern, but is a bit predictable in its 
styling. There are no quirky or 
adventurous design features and 
this trend continues to the inte-
rior where everything is clear, 
functional but a bit bland. 

It does excel in useable space 
though: rear-seat passengers get a 
lot more legroom than a Focus or 
Golf and the boot is 25% bigger 
than both the Ford and Volk s-
wagen rivals.

Decent refinement
Although the chassis is based on 
the smaller Fabia rather than the 
bigger Octavia, it provides decent 
refinement on smooth roads. 

The ride may be caught out on 
urban pot-holed surfaces, but the 
steering is sharp enough. Interior 
noise levels are normal for this 
class of car and motorway jour-
neys are comfortable.

Performance from the 1.5litre 
petrol engine in my test car was 
quite sprightly and it would be 
perfectly fine with the 1.0litre 
three-cylinder engine for most of 
the time. 

The handling was predictable, 
safe and secure, but keen drivers 
will find that it lacks the more 
sophisticated suspension set-up 
found in the Octavia and VW 
Golf. Ford’s Focus is the best han-
dling car in this category and the 
Golf is the most refined.

Something honest
So, should you, as an independent 
practitioner, consider buying this 
new Skoda? Well, this purely 
depends on what value you per-
sonally put on luxury features and 
a premium brand. 

A similarly sized Audi A3 that 
shares the engine, transmission 
and many other parts of this Skoda 

THERE ARE many times when sim-
plicity and straightforwardness 
win the day. For instance, if your 
clinic needs a new piece of equip-
ment, then you go for something 
that does the job efficiently and is 
good value for money. 

So long as the quality is accepta-
ble, there is no more to do. Business 
balance sheets work without emo-
tions; pragmatism and practicality 
guide all decision-making.

Fortunately, or perhaps unfortu-
nately, we humans use additional 
and different criteria when we 
spend money on personal items 
like our individual transport. We 
become susceptible to matters of 
style, performance and brand 
image that often means that we 

spend much more than is sensible 
for our vehicles.

So I thought that I would investi-
gate the popular family hatchback 
market for a car that should do 
every thing you need it to do, but 
costs a lot less. Do you, as a buyer, 
suffer in any way from making this 
financially sensible decision?

Shake off the past
Fortuitously, Skoda has stepped 
into the frame with the launch of 
its new Scala. Sitting between the 
smaller Fabia and the larger 
Octavia, this five-door hatchback 
is a replacement for their Rapid 
model and competes with the Ford 
Focus, Vauxhall Astra and Volks-
wagen Golf, among others.

Functional family transport like this may not excite the enthusiastic driver, but 
the similarly sized Audi A3 shares the engine, transmission and many other 
parts and will cost you 35-40% more. Dr Tony Rimmer (right) reports

Standard equipment, even in 
the basic S trim, is generous with 
DAB radio, cruise control and elec-
tric mirrors. The SE model adds an 
8.0-inch touchscreen, a leather 
steering wheel, Apple CarPlay and 
rear parking sensors. 

Useful features
The SE L has VW’s Virtual Cockpit, 
a 9.2-inch touchscreen and 
17-inch alloy wheels. Skoda’s ‘sim-
ply clever’ features are carried over 
to the Scala: there is an umbrella in 
the door jamb, a ticket-holder on 
the windscreen and an ice-scraper 
behind the fuel-filler door – all 
useful features that make you 
question why other brands don’t 
offer them.

Over recent years, Skoda has 
gained a reputation for building 
great value products with VW 
Group build quality. It has man-
aged to shake off any negative con-
notations from the past and now 
leads the field in many areas. 

As expected, the Scala is keenly 
priced from just £16,595 and is 
available with a choice of three 
engines – 1.0litre three-cylinder 
(94bhp and 113bhp) and 1.5litre 
(148bhp) petrols and a 1.6litre 
(113bhp) diesel. 

The standard transmission is a 
six-speed manual, but a seven-
speed automatic direct-shift gear-
box is available as an option. My test 
car was a 1.5 TSI with range-topping 
SE L trim and the manual box.

DOCTOR ON THE ROAD: SKODA SCALA

SKODA SCALA SE L 1.5 TSI 150ps 
Body: Five-seat hatchback
Engine: 1.5 litre four-cylinder petrol
Power: 148bhp
Torque: 250Nm
Top speed: 137mph
Acceleration: 0-60mph in 8.2 seconds
WLTP combined economy: 47.9 to 42.2mpg
CO2 emissions: 111g/km
On-the-road price: £22,130
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